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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT AMENDING THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF DURHAM TO PROVIDE FOR A
A  SUPERMAJORITY VOTE OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO ADOPT ZONING CHANGES                                                                        IN AREA SUBJECT TO NEIGHBORHOOD PROTECTION OVERLAYS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:


SECTION 1.  The Charter of the City of Durham, being Chapter 671 of the 1975 Session Laws, as amended, is amended to read:

    “Sec. 94.1 Overlay Zones.
    (a)   In exercising the authority conferred upon cities by G.S. 160A-381 and G.S. 160A-382, the city council may adopt ordinances establishing overlay districts, in which additional requirements are imposed on certain properties within one or more general or special use districts.  The provisions of G.S. 160A-384 which follow the first sentence of such section (concerning the giving of mailed notice) shall not apply to the ordinances which establish or amend: (i) overlay districts, or the boundaries of such districts; or (ii) the requirements applicable within such overlay districts.

    (b)  Consistent with the powers conferred in this section, the city council may establish neighborhood protection overlay districts to protect the residential quality of life and to more effectively ensure the compatibility of residential uses and non-residential uses within the boundaries of such districts.  For a period of ten years following the establishment of a neighborhood protection overlay district, no amendment, supplement, change, modification, or repeal of the zoning map within the district shall be adopted except by a favorable vote of three-fourths of all of the members of the city council.  For the purposes of this subsection, vacant positions on the council and members who are excused from voting shall not be considered “members of the city council” for calculation of the required supermajority.  The city council may renew the supermajority voting requirement for additional periods of ten or fewer years at anytime prior to or following the expiration of the requirement by following the procedures established for the establishment of the neighborhood protection overlay district.”


SECTION 2.
This act is effective when it becomes law.

